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of the decline and fall of the empire—the huge estates,
the increase of slavery. Time was now nearly up, and
she added, " So that was the end of the Roman Empire,
and after that came the feudal system, and after that
came the capitalist system, and after that came the
socialist system in which every one has a fair chance.
And who was it," she went on, raising her voice, " that
broke the yoke of religion ? Charles Darwin, the
Englishman." This, I suppose, because there was an
Englishman present, but I fancy that Darwin himself
might have felt abashed. So that was the end of the
lesson beginning with Augustus. I went up and thanked
my colleague for her interesting and at times very
eloquent lesson, and she half apologized that it was the
end of term, and that there was the anti-religious idea
to be brought in. Nothing could have been more
objective than the rest of the lesson.
I must describe the atmosphere of the school as
brimming with health. We know that at one stage
after the October Revolution children received every
encouragement to indiscipline. Now, in my opinion,
it was exactly right. There was the greatest keenness
in the class, but perfect order—and I can say that with
the more assurance as I heard one teacher take a new
class almost for the first time—but the moment the
lesson was over, there was a healthy buzz of voices and
the corridors were full of it. In one of the intervals
I had a meal in the refectory, where posters of all kinds
inculcated the elements of good behaviour. The children
sat together in little groups by themselves, and seemed
to be admitted, one age at a time ; the food was good
and sufficient.

